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1.1 Youth Fellowship for Water Champions Program
This activity in Delhi-NCR is being undertaken by IWP in
association with Centre for Youth (CY4).

Main objectives of

the program are to develop youth with a keen environmental
awareness and consciousness on water concerns while
focusing on developing water smart solutions. In March,
2019, C4Y was busy in preparation for launch of fellowship
program, like developing poster, brochure and call for
applications.
Twenty

eight

(28)

renowned

institutions/organizations

working in water and climate change have been selected for
placement of youth fellows.
The fellowship program would be launched on 5th April, 2019
to mark the occasion of World Water Day 2019 at Guru
Govind Singh Indraprastha University, New Delhi. Post the
launch, the Call for Applications and seeking partnership
with organizations for the fellowship program will be
initiated from April 08, 2019. Mr. Avinash C Tyagi, VicePresident, IWP and former R C Member, GWP-South Asia
will be the Chief Guest of launch ceremony.
1.2 Increasing finance access to women social entrepreneur
for small water enterprise to improve public health
Women empowerment, a major goal of many countries forms
a basis to foster growth, reduce poverty and promote better
governance. Currently women constitute 48.5% of the total
population of India but female workforce participation rate is
just 25.5% as compared to 53.2% of males. Water being critical
to achieving gender equality and improving health, rights and
well-being of girls and women, empowerment of women in

managing water systems is important.
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With the above background, the above activity is being undertaken by IWP with support of its
network partner; Safe Water Network India in Medak district, Telangana state, India.
In March 2019, the project team held a detailed meeting and the following challenges were marked for
further exploration in the project study:
 Barriers with respect to mobilization of women into water business
 Improvement areas with respect to training, capacity building and their engagement
Screening of iJal Water Stations: (Small Water Enterprises, SWEs), operated by both men and women
has been initiated for the purpose of comparative analysis. A couple of photographs below have been
appended of such stations run by women entrepreneurs.
The research study has been planned to broadly encompass
assessment in terms of:
 Improvement in the quality of life of the women
 Impact on the quality of life for the entire household
 Improvement in the standard of living, including social
and economic aspects
 Capacity building and training
 Insights on the benefits of engaging as women as water
entrepreneurs.

iJal Water Station Photographs

Digital Tool Application: Plant Assessment Tool (PAT) will be used to assess water stations, which
may vary per the model: SHGs and Entrepreneur-led for comparative analyses. This includes tracking
the station performance based on certain sub parameters enlisted (in alignment and recommended to
the Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India) under Social, Operational, Financial,
Institutional (SOFIE) to ensure the station’s Social, Operational, Financial, Institutional and
Environmental sustainability in the long run.
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1.3 Capacity Building of Local Urban Bodies in Rajasthan on Integrated Urban Water Management
(IUWM) to achieve Sustainable Development Goals
This activity is being undertaken by IWP with support of ICLEI-South Asia, a network partner of IWP
and GWP. The activity will cover 6 urban local bodies of Rajasthan State.
The objective of the project is to support development of smart and sustainable cities with respect to
water management. The project will build the capacity of local authorities/governments to create,
enable, institutionalize and promote inclusive governance and management mechanisms for the water
sector by considering IUWM approaches and principles. It will build capacity of urban local bodies to
undertake water sector reforms for closing the urban water loop and conservation of urban water
bodies to achieve sustainable development goals.
The following activities were undertaken in the month of March, 2019:
A. Data collection
Data and information was collected about cases showcasing best practices on Integrated Urban Water
Management in India. These case studies provide examples to implement IUWM approach/solutions
for solving issues like:
 Water quality by rejuvenation of local ponds and rivers.
 Water availability: Through recharge of aquifers and bore wells, rain water harvesting and
catchment /watershed related work.
 Water management: By improving infrastructure, recycle waste water, implementation of
Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) system etc.
 Institutional integration /Community engagement.
B. Review of Case Studies from India
Reviewed following 7 case studies of India focusing on the above mentioned issues:
 Anoxic Bioremediation in Hauz Khaz Lake, New Delhi
 Rainwater Recharging through Bore-wells in Surat, Gujarat
 Integrated Water Management in Auroville, Tamil Nadu
 Reuse of Waste Water in Nagpur, Maharashtra
 Non-Renewable Water (NRW) Reductions & Management in Water Supply Distribution
System in Surat, Gujarat
 Integrated Urban Water Management with focus on NRW reduction in Jamshedpur,
Jharkahand
 Community Based Sanitation and Slum Development (CBSSD) Project in East Devadhanam,
Trichy, Tamil Nadu
C. Best Practices from Rajasthan
Reviewed following two best practices of Rajasthan.
 Conservation of lakes through citizen participation in Udaipur, Rajasthan
 Green Bridge Technology at Ahar River, Udaipur, Rajasthan
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2. WACREP Activity Report
2.1 Community resilience to water induced disasters and climate change: A study and
documentation of good practices in selected river islands of Brahmaputra River Basin, Assam
This activity is being undertaken by IWP in association with its network partner, Aaranayak. The
project area is (i) Kobu Chapori, Dhemaji District, (ii) Majuli, Majuli District and (iii) Majher Char,
Dhubri District of North-East State Assam, India. The main objective of this activity is to examine the
existing practices that help riparian communities living on Brahmaputra river islands and /or on
Brahmaputra river banks in reducing risk and adaption to increased intensity and frequency of water
induced disasters and impact of climate change in terms of physical safety, livelihoods, health,
hygiene, and overall wellbeing.
The monthly report for March, 2019 is as follows:
As per the plan, Majuli district was slated for field visits but due to Parliamentary elections scheduled
in April, 2019, code of conduct was enforced. So, the visit had to be postponed on the advice of District
Administration. Also the communities were engaged in election campaign. Therefore, the visit was
then made to Kobo Chapori and Tari Majgaon villages of Dhemaji District near the inter-state border of
Arunachal Pradesh and Assam to do a reconnaissance survey of people’s perception about impact of
water induced disasters.
Reconnaissance survey
A reconnaissance field study was undertaken on March 29 and 30, 2019 in the periphery of the Kobo
Chapori in two villages viz. Tari Majgaon and Bera Chapori-Bengali, in Jonai Sub Division of Dhemaji
District.
Past history of the villages affected by floods
Both the villages are located down of the Poba Reserved Forest (a small patch of forest, rich in
biodiversity but threatened by river erosion and illegal timber logging). These villages are regularly
flooded and eroded by the Lali River, the local name of the Siang River which is the mainstream of the
Brahmaputra. The Siang is the name assumed by the river Brahmaputra after the Yarlung Zhangbo
river (name of the Brahmaputra in Tibet, China) enters the India territory of Arunachal Pradesh.
Both these villages as well as the Kobo Chapori have been seriously affected numerous times by
flooding in the Siang or Lali River. Several of these flood events had trans-boundary dimensions.
People still remember the catastrophic flash floods of June 2000 when their villages in and around
Kobo Chapori were devastated by a sudden flood from the Siang river. Later it was learnt that the
flood originated from the bursting of a landslide dams on a tributary of the Yarlung Zhangbo River.
That was first time when the embankments collapsed to the ground. Although the embankments were
repaired and reconstructed several times, they were never stable and kept on breaching frequently
exposing the populace to floods almost every year.
Another incident that affected the people was the pollution of the water of the Siang River resulting in
darkening of the colour of water during November-December of 2017. Hundreds of livestock, mainly
cows, buffalos and goats died by drinking the river’s water during that time in the Jonai area. Many
Page 4

India Water Partnership (IWP)
76-C, Sector-18, Institutional Area
Gurgaon - 122015 (Haryana)
Tel.: (+91-124) 2348022 (D); (+91-124) 2399421

people who used to take bath in the river or catch fish or had to cross rivers for farming in small
islands, fell ill due to exposure to the water contamination with chemicals. This episode of water
pollution was a result of a landslide due to an earthquake that occurred in Tibet near the China-India
border in November 2017. The source of many varieties of chemicals and cement like materials found
in the waters of the Brahmaputra is still not known to public.
Preliminary findings of the reconnaissance survey
About 90% of the people of these villages live below the poverty line and literacy level is low. About
90% of the people in the Bera Chapori-Bengali village have the habit of open defection. Many people
are not aware about the development schemes of Government and therefore have failed to get benefits
of the same. About 5% of the people have sanitary latrines which are also not up to the standard.
The embankment that used to protect the villages is prone to develop breaches every year. After it had
breached last year and Tari Majgaon village was heavily flooded leading to destruction of houses and
agriculture. The Bera Chapori-Bengali village is on the bank of Brahmaputra River and therefore is
directly exposed to the river and its flooding. Large parts of this area have been eroded by the river in
the last two decades as the Siang River is approaching the right bank while flowing from Arunachal
Pradesh in the north to Assam in the South. The under-repair embankment, according to the villagers,
is not high and robust enough to withstand the flood waters and therefore, is likely to collapse again in
coming rainy season creating flood havoc again for the people of the area.

3. Other Activities
3.1 International Women’s Day 2019
IWP celebrated International Women’s Day 2019 on 8th March, 2019 at WAPCOS Limited campus,
Gurgaon, Haryana (India).
Women have had a very close knit relationship with water since ages. They have traversed miles in
search of water for household, sanitary and health purposes and have made conscious efforts in
promoting its judicial use. However, hardly do we recognize them as heroes who have been one of the
best water managers.
With gusto of promoting a world where there is equality for women and equity in water resource
management, India Water Partnership pose for bringing a better balance for women and water security
on this International Women's Day working towards a world where everyone has equal access to
water. The pictures were shared with GWP-SAS and also available on IWP website: www.cwpindia.org.
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‘Balance for Better’ IWP Staff posing for IWD’19

4. Meetings/ Workshops/ Conferences/ Visits
4.1 Visit of Executive Secretary-cum-Country Coordinator, IWP to Kothari village, Muzzafarabad
Block, Saharanpur district (Hindon river basin) on 7th March, 2019
Dr. Veena Khanduri, Executive Secretary-cum-Country Coordinator, IWP with Ms. Annalika Laninga,
2030 Water Resources Group, Hindon/Ganga Rejuvenation visited Kothari village of Muzzafarbad
block, Saharanpur, one of the districts of Hindon river basin on 7th March, 2019. The main objective of
the visit was to interact with the officials and local Hindon Coordinator of Shamli district (Prof. Umar
Saif, also an IWP network partner) to know about planning process of Integrated Natural Management
Plan at village level. Prof. Umar Saif who is also District level Hindon Coordinator, Shamli district and
Nirmal Hindon Samiti, Bahat Tehsil, Shamli explained that during monsoon small tributaries of
Shivalik forest are brining heavy flow of water with mud, silt and stones which destroy the
neighboring farmers’ fields. Hence, Integrated Natural Resource Management is required in Shivalik
forest, which is the origin of Hindon River and its tributaries.
Based on the stakeholders engagement by IWP and 2030 Water Resources Group, Road Map on five
verticals viz; Afforestation, Organic Farming, Ponds Rejuvenation, Waste Management; and
Participation and Governance were developed in a workshop convened in the office of Divisional
Commissioner, Meerut on 9th June, 2018. Taking the Road Map forward, afforestation vertical has been
taken-up by Prof. Umar Saif on the concept of one village one forest for preparation of village level
plan, delineation of micro-watershed and planning of activities were identified in collaboration with
local Hindon river stakeholders at Kothali Bahlolpur village by the Gram Sabha. Prof. Umar Saif
explained that under Government MNREGA program, 260 kinds of works are enlisted and out of these
181 are related to natural resource management and 84 are related to water. Hence by involving
communities for planning and identification of works, meetings were organized and village-wise plan
have been prepared and submitted through Gram Sabha to Block Development Officer. Training at
district level is also under progress.
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4.2 First Meeting of Technical Committee of India Water Week-2019 on 13th March, 2019
First meeting of Technical Committee for organizing 6th India Water Week-2019 (IWW-2019) was held
on 13th March, 2019 at Central Water Commission, New Delhi. Dr. Veena Khanduri, Executive
Secretary-cum-Country Coordinator, IWP as a member of Core Committee and Technical Committee
attended the meeting.
IWW-2019 is proposed to be held from 24th -28th September, 2019 at New Delhi with the theme: “Water
Cooperation – Coping with 21st Century Challenges”. The Venue for the Conference is Vigyan
Bhawan and venue for Exhibition is Indira Gandhi National Centre of Arts (IGNCA), Janpath, New
Delhi.
Agenda points discussed in the meeting are as follows:
 Sub-themes and Topics under each sub-theme.
 Identification of Nodal Agency for each Technical Session.
 Identification of 2 invited Speaker/Paper in each Technical Session – one from related Institutions
and one from Academic/Research Institute and individual Experts.
 Identification of Expert Speakers for Plenary Session.
 Identification of Partner Country.
 Event Plan.
 Side Events.
 Special Events.
4.3 IWP organized 40th Board of Governors Meeting at WAPCOS Limited, New Delhi on 15th March,
2019
The 40th Board of Governors Meeting of India Water Partnership (IWP) was held on 15 th March, 2019 at
3:00 P.M. (1500 hrs IST) at WAPCOS, Kailash Building, 26 K G Marg, New Delhi under the
Chairmanship of Mr. Avinash C. Tyagi, Vice President, India Water Partnership & Former Regional
Council Member, GWP-South Asia.
After the welcome address by the Chair, Dr. Veena Khanduri, Executive Secretary-Country
Coordinator presented agenda items through power-point. During the meeting, there was a thorough
discussion about the IWP Road Map beyond 2015 and GWP Draft Stratergy 2020-2025. The members
present were requested by the Chair to provide their suggestions. Another important topic that came
up for discussion was the 6th India Water Week, 2019 which will be organised at New Delhi between
24th and 28th September, 2019. The theme of IWW-2019 is “Water Cooperation - Coping with 21st
Centure Challenges”. Further the planned activities of IWP for the year 2019 and activities undertaken
by IWP from October, 2018 to February, 2019 were presented briefly before the house.
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40TH Board of Governors meeting of India Water Partnership

4.4 Swachhta activity at Chhat Ghat, ITO, New Delhi along the Upper Yamuna River on 29th March,
2019
Rivers have always been an important part of civilization. Many ancient world civilizations were
developed along the banks of significant rivers all around the globe. Hence, clean rivers and
immaculate river banks are important for sustenance of life. Especially with the increasing level of
river pollution and excess dumping of waste along the river banks and sites, conscious efforts are
needed to save our rivers and ecosystem.
Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India
organized Swachhta Pakhwada from 16th March to 31st March, 2019. Officials from WAPCOS Limited
and IWP along with its network partners from Delhi-NCR also joined the Ministry in cleanliness drive
organized on 29th March, 2019 at Chhat Ghat, ITO, New Delhi along the Upper Yamuna River Bank.
More than 400 volunteers participated in cleaning the Chatt Ghat by removing plastic and other solid
waste. WAPCOS staff is regularly contributing Shramdaan (Volunteer labour) every fortnight for
cleaning the Chhat Ghat by removing Solid waste and other garbage. This activity is giving message to
nearby inhabitant’s to also contribute for cleaning their surroundings.
Mr. U P Singh, I.A.S, Secretary, Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation (MoWR, RD & GR), Government of India was present along with Ms. T Rajeshwari,
Additional Secretary, MoWR, RD & GR; Mr. Akhil Kumar, Joint Secretary (IC & GW), MoWR, RD &
GR; Mr. D P Mathuria (Member Secretary, Upper River Yamuna Board; Mr. R K Gupta, Chairmancum-Managing Director, WAPCOS Limited & President, IWP; Dr. Veena Khanduri, Executive
Secretary-cum-Country Coordinator, IWP and Ms. Annelieke Margreet Laninga, Coordinator,
Hindon/Ganga River from 2030 Water Resources Group.
Speaking on the occasion, Mr. U P Singh urged to spread the message of cleaning rivers/tributaries and
their surroundings and emphasized that it is the responsibility of each and every person.
The IWP staff along with members from IWP network partners Aroh Foundation, Sulabh International;
and Action for Food Production (AFPRO) also participated in Shramdan by cleaning the Chhat Ghat.
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Swachhta Pakhwada- Carrying out cleanliness drive with partners.

4.5 CSOs and NGOs Workshop at Pune, Maharashtra – 26th March, 2019
Executive Secretary-cum-Country Coordinator, IWP participated in the workshop for CSOs and NGOs
organized by 2030 Water Resources Group, hosted by Mahratta Chamber of Commerce, Industries &
Agriculture (MICCIA) Trade Tower, Pune, Maharashtra on 26th March, 2019. The workshop witnessed
participation from Multi Stakeholders Platforms (MSP) formed by 2030 Water Resources Group to
tackle water resources management challenges in Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra and Karnataka.
The workshop was aimed at identifying opportunities for replicating projects or interventions in other
parts of the country and drive collaborative action among MSP partners in the above three States.
Around 25 stakeholders attended this workshop and shared their work and experiences. IWP
presented the case study of Hindon River Wastewater reuse in agriculture.
As a part of this workshop, a panel discussion on mobilizing CSR funds: A Corporate Perspective was
also shared by Tata Trust, Pepsico Foundation, Cummins India. The participants discussed on the
following issues:
 How open is CSR for institutional mechanism?
 How do you look CSR funds to be used (ribbon cutting perspective/image development
perspective)?
The workshop summarized that companies through interventions are looking beyond business
relations and CSOs are inspiring for Action Research.
Following the workshop, the participants were taken for a field visit on 27th March, 2019 to BAIF
Development Research Centre, Pune, Maharashtra. The participants were shown a project piloted in
Urlikanchan village. The approach to restore Urlikanchan drain was attempted through ECO-STP
which is the ecological-cum-natural way of sewage system. The other approaches used were covering
the drain by bio-fencing, stabilization of drain slopes, partial gabion bunds and use of aquatic plants
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(Canna indica, Typha latifolia, Colocasia esculenta). Participants of Uttar Pradesh appreciated the efforts to
restore the drain and asked clarification from the Consultant who was involved in the design of the
drain.
More importantly, ECO-STP requires no chemicals, no energy, no skilled manpower. During
discussions with BAIF team, it was explained that for long term strengthening institutional
management, a Committee has been formed comprising of two members from Gram Sabha
Urlikanchan village, 2 member from BAIF and one Consultant. Slowly and gradually the O & M task
for the drain will be handed over to Gram Sabha, Urlikanchan.

-x-x-x-
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