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Executive Summary
In Maharashtra at the initiative of SASTAC, four AWPs and three thematic networks were
established. Upper Bhima Water Partnership (UBWP) was established in 2001 which
worked in right direction through relevant studies of sub-basins, formulation of problems of
the basin and awareness programs for the various stakeholders in subsequent years. It is
characteristics and representative basin to be considered for IWRM through the concept of
Area Water Partnership. UBWP worked well till 2007 by making its presence felt at
international platforms by Mr V.M. Ranade retired Secretary, Government of Maharashtra.
There after due to the problem of coordination and lack of young leadership who can pursue
the activities to achieve the goals through its framework of action designed by the
stakeholders, UBWP came to stand still. Similar experience was noticed in other parts of
Maharashtra. Hence, it was proposed to revive the vital organ of GWP to achieve the goal of
water secured world. In view of this All India Workshop on Contribution of Voluntary
Organizations in Water Sector was organized during 8" and 9'" August 2015 to discuss the
issues pertaining to sustainable working of Area Water Partnership and voluntary
organizations for their effective contribution. Six sessions were conducted out of which one
session was fully devoted to AWPs. Six experts who were actively involved in AWPs in
different capacities in Maharashtra shared their experience with reference to utility of the
concept, past experience of AWPs and GWP networks, limitations of leadership and
coordination and reasons for its failure to performon sustainable basis. Nine experts working
in water sector through voluntary organizations were also invited to understand their role as
non-government partner in working of AWPs. These organizations are successful in
participatory management and gathering momentum around the goal of increased water
availability for agriculture in drought prone area. These case studies have created positive
environment for AWPs, Representatives of JaldindiPratishthan Pune,
BharatiyaJalSanskritiMandal, SinchanSahyog, SarovarSamvardhini and private engineering
colleges expressed their views about revival of AWPs and their possible contribution in the
same. 325 delegates participated in the deliberations. Dr MadhavraoChitale retired Secretary,
Government of India and the inspiration behind the AWPs was felicitated on 8" August 2015
in the grand public function at the auspicious hands of Vice Chancellor of BAM University.

This has provided boost to the revival of AWPs.



Youth Forum was organized in presence of eminent engineers/academician like Dr
MadhavraoChitale, Mr V. M. Ranade, Dr D. M. More, Dr R. V. Saraf, Mr ShrikantDoiphode
on 9" August 2015 to involve engineering students present from 5 colleges in the water
sector. It was very successful as the students took lot of interest in interacting with the great

personalities.

As a follow up action it was decided to organize consultative meeting of stakeholders in
Bhima basin to revive UBWP. Hence in consultation with the members present in Workshop,
it was planned to hold a meeting of stakeholders of UBWP in Pune on 3™ October 2015.
Accordingly the meeting was attended by 30 stakeholders from Bhima basin. Participants
were engineering consultants, contractors, social workers, industry persons, engineering
students and administrators from industry. Mr V. M. Ranade, Chairman UBWP explained the
activities done from 2001 to 2007, framework of action developed by UBWP, status report of
the basin and issues identified for tackling in a coordinated manner by the stakeholders. Dr
Deshkar and Mr Sharad Mande answered the queries raised by the participants. Everyone
agreed to work for the cause in a coordinated manner under the banner of UBWP. Dr
VishwasYevale informed about the activity of Jaldindi planned from 23" October 2015 for 9
days from Alandi to Pandarpur (Bhima basin) and requested to participate in it. Engineering
students and faculty were motivated by the discussion. It was decided to organize workshop
of engineers, pollution control authority and municipal administration in 2016 to strengthen
the UBWP. Many villages in Bhima basin on the way of Jalindi facing drought situation this
year was the point of discussion among the students and farmers and solutions to fight the

Same.

Third component was preparatory meeting of organization of PawanaJaldindi which was held
in December 2015 and now the Pawanalaldindi is set to start from 20™" December 2015 in

Chinchwad area under the leadership of Mr Rajiv Bhavsar and Mr PravinLadkat.

Conclusion

To achieve the goal ofrevival of UBWP, IWWA Aurangabad Centre with the support of IWP
has been successful in garnering support of those stakeholders who were missing in earlier
activities. Active members from NGOs along with engineering students, industries and
farmers are now involved in the affairs of UBWP which will make this AWP a stable

coordinated activity for establishing a pollution free productive regime for the continued



sustainable and equitable socio-economic development of the Bhima basin area through

IWRM principles.



Revival of Upper Bhima Water Partnership- Detailed description of activities 2015

IWWA Aurangabad Centre has proposed three components for the revival of UBWP:
1) All India Workshop on the theme ‘Contribution of Voluntary Organizations in Water
Sector’ at Aurangabad
2) Meeting of the stakeholders of UBWP inPune
3) Bhima and PawanaJaldindi activity
Details of these activities are given below which were basically conducted/organized to
strengthen the UBWP by addition of missing stakeholders or additional stakeholders.

All India Workshop at Aurangabad
IWWA Aurangabad Centre and IEI Aurangabad Centre jointly organized the All India
Workshop on the theme mentioned above, in association with India Water Partnership,
BharatiyaJalSanskritiMandal, SinchanSahyog and SarovarSamvardhini during 8™ and 9"
August 2015 at Aurangabad. The Workshop was spread over six sessions out of which two
sessions were spared for Youth Forum and Felicitation of Dr MadhavraoChitale.
Four Sessions were planned for presentations on the theme. In Session 1 DrUpendraK ulkarni
introduced the theme of conference and expressed the need to revive the Area Water
Partnership. He also mentioned about the goals and functioning of India Water Partnership
and its activities for achieving water secured world through its partner organizations.
DrMadhavraoChitale, MrBalasahebWagh, Nashik shared their experiences of peoples’
participation and non-government organizations like SinchanSahyog, IEI, IWWA.
Session 2 was chaired by DrUpendraKulkarni in which MrUIlhasParanjpe of Jalvardhini, Dr
Prasad Deodhar of BhagirathGramvikasPratishthan in coastal Maharashtra, MrSen Gupta of
Sulabh International and DrPramodSalaskar of Powai Lake SarovarSamvardhini, Mumbai
presented their activities in last decade and future plans for extending their scope to larger
section. Their presentations were focused on Vision of NGO, achievements in last 10 years,
way ahead and problems faced/limitations. This was useful for revival plan of AWP.
Session 3 was chaired by Mr E. B.Jogdand in which the voluntary organizations like
Maharashtra ~ SinchanSahyog(Dr  D. M. More), BharatiyaJalSanskritiMandal
(DrDattaDeshkar), JaldindiPratishthan Pune (DrVishwas Yevale), Shriram Tile Works (Mr
Jogalekar) and Reliance Foundation, Mumbai(Mr Sunil Srivastav) outlined their
achievements in last 10 years in water sector as well as organizational constraints.
Session 4 was devoted to Area Water Partnerships and was chaired by Dr. D. M. More. Mr S.
N. Patankar of Patalganga Water Partnership, Mr V. M. Ranade of Upper Bhima Water



Partnership, MrNarahariShivpure of GramvikasSanstha, Aurangabad and MrJayantUttarwar
of HedgewarSewaSamiti operating in Khandbarataluka discussed their developments,
achievements and limitations in water management.

NGOs expressed their concern about dimensions of problem in water sector and our
limitations in terms of reach and coverage. It was observed that one organization working in
an area can ensure successful implementation of the intervention. AWPs shared their concern
about difficulties experienced in operating on vision document for an area with diverse
stakeholders. PurnaAWP was very active and conducting many activities few years back and
now there is no one to continue. This was noted as matter of concern by all. Hence on this
backdrop the invited nine experts working through voluntary organizations who are
successful in their area of operation have created positive environment for AWPS to revive.
These organizations are successful in participatory management and gathering momentum
around the goal of increased water availability for agriculture in drought prone area.

Youth Forum was organized in presence of eminent engineers/academician like Dr
MadhavraoChitale, Mr V. M. Ranade, Dr D. M. More, Dr R. V. Saraf, Mr ShrikantDoiphode
on 9" August 2015 to involve engineering students present from 5 colleges in the water
sector. It was very successful as the students took lot of interest in interacting with the great
personalities.

Conference was attended by 325 delegates from various parts of Maharashrra and India.
Noteworthy point was presence of 120 students of engineering colleges in Marathwada
region. In the evening DrMadhavraoChitale was felicitated on his 80" birthday at the

auspicious hands of Justice NarendraChapalgaonkar and Vice Chancellor of
BAMUniversityDrB. A. Chopade.
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Inauguration of All India Workshop on Contribution of Voluntary Organizations in Water Sector, Dr Chitale
speaking at the occasion



Releasing of book on SarovarSamvardhini by Dr MadhavraoChitale in the Workshop
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Dr Sen Gupta of Sulabh International presenting the success story

Meeting of the stakeholders at Pune
Consequent upon the All India Workshop at Aurangabad on 8" August 2015, meeting of the
stakeholders of UBWP was conducted on 3™ October 2015 in Pune. It was chaired by Mr V.
M. Ranade, Chairman of UBWP. Thirty members were present and took part actively in the
discussion. Dr UpendraKulkarni introduced the working of IWP and its mandate of water
secured world through partner organizations. It was held at PCMC water treatment plant
Nigadi Pune. Mr V. M. Ranade gave presentation to illustrate the framework of action plan
developed by UBWP in 2003 and subsequent years with the help of Water Resources
department working in different sub-basins of Bhima basin. He informed the members about
the activities like students competition, exhibition on water resources, and workshop for
women leaders organized with the support of various NGOs. During 2002-2007 he
represented the UBWP at many international platforms and illustrated the successful working

of AWP with great appreciation there.
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Stakeholders meeting in Pune on 3rd October 15

The members present in the meeting asked about the working of AWP and shared their
experiences of joint activities in Pawana sub-basin and Bhima basin. Mr Rajiv Bhavsar (IT
Company) mentioned about the success of coordinated efforts of 26 NGOs in
PimpriChinchwad area. Dr VishwasYevale shared his experience of Jaldindi through
Bhimariver for a distance of 450 km which was started in 2002 and is still continued, in
connecting young students of engineering and sciences with river pollution and health related
aspects. Engineering students present in the meeting indicated their willingness to conduct
scientific investigations related to river hydraulics and pollution. Mr V. M. Ranade suggested
the nature of studies that can be carried out by students.

Dr DattaDeshkar, Editor, Jalsamvad, Mr Sharad Mande of IWWA and Mr SatishDeshmukh
from Industry expressed their views about the issues connected with Bhima basin. Dr
Deshkar(who has experience of working with SASTAC) agreed to help the members to get
connected with AWP and implementation of IWRM principles. It was in general agreed that
UBWP should be revived as lot of activities are being carried in this basin which are required
to be coordinated under umbrella of UBWP. Mr Sharad Mande has suggested organizing
workshop of engineers from Water Resources department of Government of Maharashtra,
officials of Pollution Control Board and Municipal Councils/Corporations along with farmers
and engineering teachers. Mr PravinLadkat Executive Engineer, PCMC informed about the
schedule PawanaJaldindi and BhimaJaldindi and appealed the members to join the activity.

Report of Jaldindi 2015

In the meeting of stakeholdersorganized on 3™October 2015it was decided to reach more
stakeholders in Bhima basin during Jaldindi. Accordingly JaldindiPratishthan Pune along
with other organizations started the pilgrimage with 70 participants on 23"October 2015 from
Alandi on the bank of river Indrayani a tributary of Bhima. Jaldindi activity has been started



in 2002 and is successful in connecting people from various walks of life like fishermen,
farmers, administrators, doctors, students, researchers and spiritual people by bringing them
on common platform. Now this activity has been a part of UBWP and will strengthen the
AWP. This year participants were from following organizations/associations which are
connected with Bhima basin activities throughout the year.

JaldindiPratishthan Pune

College of Engineering Pune

PimpriChinchawad Municipal Corporation

S. P. Pune University Pune

Bhavsar Vision Pvt Ltd. (IT company)

IndrayaniSewaSangh

DnyaneshwarMharajSansthanAlandi

ShriVitthalMandirDevsthanPandharpur

NiraNarsingpurSansthan

The Jaldindi was formally inaugurated at Alandi on 23™October in presence of
ShriMarotiMaharajAlandi,  ShriAppaPawar,  ShriVikasGirwalkar,  DrVishwasYeole,
ShriPravinLadkat Executive Engineer, ShriAjitMalunjkar and students of colleges.

Following villages were visited on the way through Bhimariver and Ujjani reservoir. In each
village water and environment awareness among the villagers regarding prevailing drought
situation in Maharashtra was organized through meetings, bhajans and kirtans.

23 October | Alandi, Charholi, S hinde vasti
24 October | Tulapur, WalkiSangam

25 October | Kautha

26 October | Kumbhargaon
27 October | Ajoti

28 October | Gangavalan

29 October | NiraNarsingpur
30 October | Isabavi

Agriculture department and nurseries participated in Jaldindi by providing and planting
saplings on the bank of the river in the villages visited during the journey. Due to drought

situation this year there was no water in many stretches of Bhimariver and hence the



participants had to carry the boats, kayaks till the water was available. This was unique

experience to the students.

Concluding ceremony was held in Pandharpur a famous pilgrimage on the bank of
Bhima(Chandrabhaga) on  31%October 2015. DrVishwas Yevale Trustee of
JaldindiPratishthan expressed the necessity of connecting people with the activity of Jaldindi
and Upper Bhima Water Partnership for improving health of river. He mentioned that as an
outcome of this regular annual activity many villages have started training camps for students
during summer vacations and health and environmental check up camps by doctors. May
young spiritual leaders are joining the activity to inspire the people to take care of pollution
of river.

PawanaJa Idindi
Third component was preparatory meeting of organization of PawanaJaldindi which was held
in December 2015 and now the PawanaJaldindi is set to start from 20" December 2015 under
the leadership of Mr Rajiv Bhavsar and Mr PravinLadkat in the Chinchwad area.
Conclusion
To achieve the goal of revival of UBWP, IWWA Aurangabad Centre with the support of IWP
has been successful in garnering support of those stakeholders who were missing in earlier
activities. Active members from NGOs along with engineering students, industries and
farmers are now involved in the affairs of UBWP which will make this AWP a stable
coordinated activity for establishing a pollution free productive regime for the continued
sustainable and equitable socio-economic development of the Bhima basin area through

IWRM principles.
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