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South Asia is endowed with vast water resources, which are essential for basic human needs, agriculture, hydropower, 
industries and to sustain aquatic environment. As per UNDP estimates, around 2.5 billion people in South Asia alone, 
will be affected by water stress & scarcity by 2050.The sub region has a low resilience due to low per capita water 
storage capacity. As a result, the region is likely to be particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate variability, 
including increased frequency and severity of drought or flood events. 

Water and Climate Resilience Programme (WACREP) is an innovative initiative of Global Water Partnership (GWP) 
South Asia devised to improve the climate resilience of South Asian countries to withstand the impact of climate 

resilience investments into their development plans, budgets and programs;  (b) Identify solutions to address 
critical water security challenges to enhance climate resilience of countries and communities; (c) Build knowledge 
and capacity to  enhance water security and climate resilience; and (d) Operationalize the GWP network with 
strategic allies and stakeholders to integrate water security and climate resilience in the development processes.  
More than 40 climate resilience interventions are planned for the first phase (October, 2013 to March, 2015) of the 
programme with the financial support of GWPO  and DFID .  On successful completion of first phase, a set of new 
activities will be taken-up during the second phase.

The WACREP was launched at the India Water Week in April 2013 
by  GWP-South Asia in collaboration with GWP-India (India Water 
Partnership)  to improve the climate resilience of South Asian countries 
to withstand the impact of climate change through the implementation 
of 8 work packages aligned with GWP strategic goals. The programme is 
being implemented by the Country Water Partnerships of GWP-South 
Asia namely;  Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka 
with the support of national and regional partners. The programme is 
also having synergies with Regional Institutions and initiatives on on-
going climate change projects to ensure its effectiveness. The first Phase of WACREP Programme started in October 
2013 will continue until March 2015. This programme under second phase will take up new set of activities with 
additional funding.

The programme intends to enhance water 
security & climate resilience through better 
water resources management in South 
Asia. It also aims to boost the capacities 
of partnership, institutes and stakeholders 
to integrate water security and climate 
resilience in development planning and 
decision making process leading to local 
climate resilience investment programs 
and plans.



PROGRAMME COMPONENTS AND WORK PLAN
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