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India Water Partnership Monthly Report for March, 2010 
(Prepared by : Dr. Veena Khanduri, Adviser, IWP) 

 
The details of major activities undertaken by IWP with support of its zonal partners are provided below in 
brief. 
 
(i) Institute for Development Initiatives (IDI), one of the North zone partner of India Water Partnership 

(IWP) is involved in creating  grassroot  alliances and consensus on evolving  Drought Mitigation 
Measures through consultations involving government, NGO,s and civil society including PRIs and 
farmer organizations  in order to bring out a Compendium-cum-Policy Document on Climate 
Adaptation Strategies for Securing Agricultural Livelihoods in four regions of Uttar Pradesh. As 
on date experts from the field of Water, Agriculture, Livestock, Forestry, Community development/ 
infrastructure/ Insurance/markets have been identified who will  develop a concept paper based on 
the secondary data. 

 
Based on the concept paper, two consultative workshops would be organized at Jhansi and Bareilly 
districts of Uttar Pradesh during May and June, 2010 respectively to receive the feed-back from all 
the four regions about the genuine problems and suggestions to mitigate/arrest the ill effects of 
drought. 

 
Fully guided papers will be invited from key resource persons of the each region for conducting the 
workshops. The papers will be presented, discussed and moderated. The input from these 
presentations and recommendations from the regional workshops will be utilized for finalizing the 
strategic document for submission to the State Government (Uttar Pradesh) in the form of 
Compendium cum Policy Document on Climate Adaptation Strategies for securing agricultural 
livelihoods. 

   
(ii) Centre  for Environment and Development Study (CEDS)  located at Jaipur, Rajasthan is IWP 

zonal water partner who have been assigned a project with the funding support of GWP-India  on 
“Awareness Building on New State Water Policy- Rajasthan”. In the new State Water Policy, the 
major emphasis has been given on two things: one on IWRM approach and the other on efficient 
working of water user groups. The task is impossible without the support of the NGOs working in 
water and livelihood sectors in the State. Unfortunately, the policy does not define the clear cut role of 
NGOs in its implementation.  

 
Hence realizing this draw-back in the State Water Policy, the GWP India funded project would 
undertake the activities like (i) organize meeting of NGOs in different agro-climatic regions to build 
their analytical capacity and understanding of new State Water Policy ;  (ii) discuss the new role of 
NGOs in formulation of village level WUGs and Water Resource Management Plans ;  and (iii) 
prepare contents for Panchyati Raj institution(PRIs) capacity building and water awareness building 
campaigns. 

 
The following tasks have been accomplished by CEDS in the month of March, 2010: 

 
1. Copy of New State Water Policy document (released on 18th February, 2010) has been 

obtained as it was to be place before the Legislative Assembly in the budget session. 
2. Reading and analysis of the new policy document has been started. 
3. Identification of new features of the policy. 
4. Identifying the role of NGOs in the policy to promote IWRM for documentation. 
5. Identification of issues for capacity building of the NGOs on IWRM. 
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It has been planned to organize one workshop each at Udaipur and Jodhpur districts in the month 
of May and June, 2010 (the most water scarce months particularly in Rajasthan and India as a 
whole). NGOs, Water User Groups, Village heads from all the four agro-climatic zones of the State 
would be invited to participate in these workshops. The proposed workshop will ensure better 
implementation of the policy to promote IWRM and help conservation and better 
management of water resources in the state. 

 
(iii) Welfare India, an IWP’s central zone water partner is currently undertaking GWP-India funded 

project “Community centered advocacy for maintaining water level in favorable condition through 
water conservation and better use of natural water resources at Katihar Block of Katihar District, 
Bihar”. The main objective of the project is environment building and informing community on 
importance of water conservation and safe drinking water. Also, developing and strengthening 
community based organizations so that they can advocate the issue of water conservation, safe 
drinking water, equitable distribution of water at community level. The following activities have been 
taken up in the month of March, 2010.  

 
a) Formation of five Water Management Committees in five Gram Panchayats namely 

Daheria, Sirinia, Belwa, Paswantola & Pokharia of Katihar district of Bihar   
 
The Water Management Committee members include 11 representatives from Panchayati 
Raj Institutions, Government of Bihar, Women Self Help Groups, local farmers and 
representatives from local youth club.  These Water Management Committees have started 
meeting regularly to understand about maintaining water level through the year and 
especially during lean season through conservation and better use of natural water 
resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Formation of Water Management Committee at 
Barmasia Village Panchayat at Katihar District of Bihar  
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b) Formation of Water User Groups 
 

While forming the Water Management 
Committees, the Welfare India has also 
started formation of Water Users Groups 
at Panchayat level with the support of 
Water Management Committees. As on 
date five Water Users Groups have been 
formed at five village panchayats namely ; 
Barmasia ; Miyapur ; Chhitabari ; Santoshi 
Chauk and Bheria rahika  Katihar district, 
Bihar. 

 
 
Considering that women can play an important and vital role in water conservation, their 
inclusion as members in both the above Committee, newly formed by Welfare India has been 
ensured.  

 
(iv) Pilot Project “Access to Safe Drinking Water and Improving the State of Sanitation and 

health in a Cluster of 5 villages of Sarati Gram Panchayat”, district Nadia, West Bengal 
 
 West Bengal once water abundant State is now suffering with water scarcity coupled with 

contaminated water available for drinking purpose to the community which has led to unhealthy 
state of environment. IWP partner and East zone Coordinator, KINSPARC is undertaking a pilot 
project “Access to Safe Drinking Water and Improving the State of Sanitation & Eliminating Open 
Defecation in a Cluster of 5 villages of Sarati Gram Panchayat” of Nadia district of West Bengal 
through funds mobilized from the Government under Member of Parliament’s Local Area 
Development Scheme.  

 
 The major components of the project for each village are; Construction of  Rainwater harvesting 

structures ; Renewable energy  devices (solar lamps for illumination) ; Safe, arsenic free drinking 
water facility ; Sanitary toilets. The community centre will be used for vocational training and 
demonstration on (a) Low cost housing for flood prone areas, (b) safe drinking water, (c) 
sanitation, health and hygiene, (d) renewable energy ; and (e) water saving technologies. While 
the funds mobilized by IWP from government  resources would be utilized for effective 
implementation of the above said project, the GWP-India supported funds will be utilized for 
awareness generation on water conservation and use of safe drinking water. 

 
 Under this project, the following activities have been undertaken during March, 2010: 
 
 (a)  Meetings: 

Three village-level meetings have been held during the month in village Iswaripur. The 
purpose of first meeting was to hold informal discussions with the villagers on the 
problems faced by them regarding drinking water, sanitation, health and livelihood. 

  The  second meeting was held with  Village Panchayat Members and Officials  on the 
arrangements and implementation mechanism which would be helpful to villagers in 
solving their basic problems especially in respect of Drinking Water, Sanitation, Health 

Women Water Users Groups formed under IWP 
supported project at Katihar District of Bihar 
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and Livelihood. Suggestions were also sought from panchayat members and officials 
regarding their most critical needs and how it could help in meeting these needs. During 
the meeting the KINSPARC officials requested the Panchayat members for their active 
participation and support in implementation of the project.   

Focused group discussion with the Panchayat Pradhan was held with the Panchayat 
Chairperson to seek his suggestions for smooth implementation of the project. The main 
points of discussion were : (a) seeking help to acquire a small plot of land where the 
infrastructure for project could be set up; (b) seeking participation and support from 
village leaders in organising awareness generation meetings with villagers, organising 
vocational training programmes for capacity building and entrepreneurship development 
of villagers; and (c) organising self-help-groups to promote micro finance and micro 
enterprises for sustainable village development.  

During the discussion the Pradhan suggested that it would be virtually impossible to find 
proper land site for the project in the village. This problem needs to be further explored 
and a solution to be found. [One possible alternative being considered by KINSPARC is 
that under the circumstances, and in view of the importance of the project, the 
infrastructure for the programme could perhaps be located at some suitable location 
outside the village but easily accessible for villagers.  Regular programmes of Awareness 
generation, Self Help Group Formation, Vocational Training, Capacity Building and other 
needed action programmes could then be conducted for the benefit of people from 
Iswaripur and other neighbouring villages.Apart from the above three specific meetings at 
the village level, meetings and discussions were also held with the Commissioner, the 
concerned Municipal Engineer, and the District Magistrate. The project was discussed 
with the senior district officials and their support and co-operation were sought.  

(b)  Preliminary Base-Line Survey 

The information obtained from a preliminary base-line survey conducted in Sarati Gram 
Panchayat using the method of Rapid Rural Appraisal (RRA) are ;  Total Area of the 
Panchayat : 1500 ha,  Total Population (broad estimate) : 10 thousand ; Number of 
Primary schools – 2,  Number of Secondary schools : 2, Post Office : 2, PHCs : 2 ; Deep 
Tube Well : 4                                                        

(v)      IWP in collaboration with its  Zonal Water Partner Jannhit Foundation, Meerut (Uttar Pradesh) is 
engaged in organizing a Dialouge to improve and strengthen the draft Ground water policy 
of Uttar Pradesh and formulate a strategy for implementation. Uttar Pradesh is known to be 
one of the most prosperous State in groundwater reservoirs. But unplanned and haphazard use 
of water resources for agriculture, domestic and industrial purposes during the last two to three 
decades, has created tremendous stress on it. As a result, out of 820 blocks of Uttar Pradesh, 
water level in 461 blocks is declining very fast. Due to heavy exploitation, 138 blocks have gone 
to over exploited/critical/semi-critical categories. As a result, the ground water reservoirs of the 
State are now in a stressed condition.  

 
To address this issue, a Draft Water Policy document for the State of Uttar Pradesh was prepared 
and submitted to Government of Uttar Pradesh by Janhit Foundation. However, to strengthen 
the policy and evaluate its merits and demerits and also the modus-operandi for its 
implementation, the Janhit Foundation with the technical and financial support of GWP-India is 
now formulating a strategy for implementation of the policy in the State through discussions with 
various stakeholders associated with the water related issues in the State. After seeking their 
views/suggestions, a State level dialogue would be held which will further explore the possibility 
of formulating a feasible strategy for implementation. Thereafter a full fledge Ground water  
Policy for the State of Uttar Pradesh would be ready.  
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Towards this endeavor, at the initial phase, Janhit Foundation is preparing an inventory of 
selected State Departments and Institutions/Agencies, which would form the major stakeholders 
to review the policy.  All such stakeholders are being approached so that they give their views 
and also comment towards the effective implementation of this important policy.  

  
(vi) Action for Food Programme is undertaking GWP-India funded project “Enhancing water use 

efficiency through promotion of water saving technologies and capacity building of water users in 
drought prone area, Ichak and Churchu blocks, District Hazaribag, Jharkhand”.  The progress 
during the reporting month is as follows: 

 
a) Eight villages (Four villages viz ; Karimati ; Urukka ; Sijwa ; Simra in Ichak block and the other 

four villages namely ; Lothe ; Jamdiha ; Chanaro ; Chanaro Parwad in Churchu block)  have 
been identified for capacity building of the user groups for imparting training on  improved 
cultivation practices and water saving technology.. 

 
In all the above mentioned eight villages diversion based gravity irrigation systems are under 
implementation through Govt. supported scheme. In one village i.e Lothe the construction of 
the structure is already complete. In other villages also the construction part is likely to be 
completed in another two to three weeks. It has been envisaged to provide training on  
capacity building of the 10 members of users group from each village for water sharing 
mechanism and efficient use of irrigation water in distress condition. In the first phase of 
the programme, one day training programme will be held at Ichak wherein the members of 
the users group will be provided training on the following topics: 
 
 Requirement of water for different crops,  
 Technologies available for water saving like drip irrigation, sprinkler irrigation systems etc 
 Operation and maintenance for sustainability of the irrigation system.     
 Importance & need of crop planning for the members of the users group. 

 
The first phase of training will commence in the second week of April, 2010. 
 
As the construction of the diversion based irrigation system is continuing at these sites 
with Government supported scheme, it would be the right time to orient the members of 
the users group on the crop planning, water sharing and sustainability of the system.  
 

(vii) IWP north zone partner Development Alternatives is working towards larger perspective of 
influencing the National Water Policy in direction of Integrated Domestic Water Management 
(IDWM) with an aim to integrate aspects of domestic water and its management in policy 
initiatives of the country. 

 
 Development alternatives with the support of GWP-India, is studying the policy perspectives with 

respect to Bundelkhand region of central India. The Bundelkhand region of central India 
comprises of 7 districts of Uttar Pradesh, 6 districts of Madhya Pradesh and some districts of 
Maharashtra & Rajasthan. In the first phase of the project i,e. till March, 2010, the desk research 
commenced with in-depth study of the following documents: 

 
 National Water Policy 2002 
 Programme Document of Rajiv Gandhi Drinking Water Mission 
 Guidelines of Swajaldhara 
 Draft Village water security plan document 
 Guidelines on Sajal Gram Puraskar 
 Policy Guidelines on Research and Development for Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 

Sector 
 Guidelines of National Rural Drinking Water Programme (NRDWP) 
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On the basis of desk research review, the preliminary design of an analytical framework and 
indicators will be prepared which would help in second phase of the project in organizing a multi-
stakeholders workshop followed by formulation of a Status Paper. The Status Paper will be 
finalized on the basis of the outcomes of the desk research and the stakeholder’s workshop after 
the analysis of the relevant materials and documents. 
 
The project, on completion, will come out with a “Compendium of Case Studies and a 
Status Paper” on Integrated Domestic Water Management (IDWM) for considering 
Government of India to include IDWM in National Water Policy.   

 
(viii) Participation of Dr. Veena Khanduri, Adviser, IWP in the Outcome Mapping Training at 

Colombo from 1st to 4th March, 2010 
 
 Dr. Veena Khanduri, Adviser, IWP was invited by Sri Lanka Water Partnership and GWPO who 

had organized a three day Training Programme on Outcome Mapping in the first week of March, 
2010 for the Country Coordinators of GWP-SAS. The aim of Training Programme was to develop 
a common Five Year Work Plan based on the documents prepared for OM exercise by each 
Country Coordinator for their respective country. After a series of detailed discussions and 
several revisions, a common GWP-SAS Strategy for five years was finally prepared and 
submitted to GWP-SAS for onward transmission to GWPO for approval. 

   
(ix) Dr. Veena Khanduri, Adviser, IWP   participated in a two day National Dialogue on “Water 

Conflicts in India – The State, The People and the Future” organized by NIAS, Bangalore one of 
IWP Zonal Partner on 15th & 16th March, 2010.   

 
 The National Consultation was aimed to examine the sources of Inter-state Trans-boundary and 

inter-sectoral conflicts, mechanism to address them and the future of water conflicts in India from 
a multi-disciplinary perception. 

 
(x) Prof. S R Hashim, Chair, IWP and Chairman of IASSI and President of Forum for Global 

Knowledge Sharing participated in Annual Conference of Indian Association of Social Science 
Institutions(IASSI) entitled “Conference and Ph.D Workshop on Frontier Issues in Technology, 
Development and Environment” organized by Madras School of Economics at Chennai from 19th 
March to 21st March, 2010. 

 
 Twenty nine papers on important topics like ; Innovations, Knowledge Sourcing and 

Development; Technology ; Development ; Environment and Development Issues ; Health 
Economics, etc. were presented by the eminent experts and discussed during the three day 
Conference. 
 
The important papers presented during the conference in context to GWP objectives were (i) 
Water Governance in the Man River Basin in Madhya Pradesh ; (ii) Vulnerability and Coping to 
Disasters : A Study of Household Behaviour in Flood Prone Region of India ; (iii) Climate 
Variability and Agricultural Productivity – Case Study of Rice Yields in Northern India (iv) Water 
Governance in a Changing Climate- Challenges for New Delhi, India 
 
Chair, IWP was the Chief Guest and Chaired the Opening and Concluding Sessions in the 
capacity of President, IASSI.  


