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(i) Participation of Dr. Veena Khanduri in five day Regional Conference on “Climate Change & 

Water Resources: IWRM as a Tool to Cope with Changing Conditions of the Climate 
Change System”  organized at Dhaka, Bangladesh from 10th to 14th January, 2010 

 
Dr. Veena Khanduri represented India Water Partnership a five day Regional Conference on 
“Climate Change & Water Resources: IWRM as a Tool to Cope with Changing Conditions of the 
Climate Change System” was organized at Dhaka, Bangladesh from 10th to 14th January, 2010. 
The Regional Conference was organized by CapNet South Asia Regional Secretariat host 
institution Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies (BCAS). The aim of this five day Regional 
Conference was to develop capacity building material on climate change impacts on water 
resources and IWRM as a tool to cope with changing conditions of the climate and prepare a 
manual for imparting training to the trainers. The Conference also aimed to strengthen CapNet 
South Asia Network. Over 70 participants representing from CapNet Bangladesh, India, Sri 
Lanka, Pakistan & Nepal, Scientists from BCAS, Bangladesh government representative, 
students, NGOs and officials from Bangladesh Water Development Board, UNEP, etc. 
participated in the Conference.  

 
The five day conference provided basic and advance knowledge about IWRM and climate 
change at the beginning followed by sharing of case studies from across the region on impacts of 
climate change on water use sectors like agriculture, water supply, sanitation, health, industry, 
energy, etc. The participants were given four group exercises to facilitate the participants to come 
up with developing adaptation plans within IWRM framework.  

 
At the end of the Conference, each group comprising of participants from across the South Asian 
region presented sector specific case studies within IWRM framework and best case study and 
group work were given prizes.  

 
During the workshop, Dr. Khanduri had the privilege to  chair one Session-IV Theme, 2 on “Case 
Studies : Impacts of Climate Change on Water Use Sector” and also led two group exercises. 

 
 
(ii) Initiation of a Pilot Project “Access to Safe Drinking Water and Improving the State of 

Sanitation & Eliminating Open Defecation in a Cluster of 5 villages of Sarati Gram 
Panchayat” in the neighbourhood of Kalyani, West Bengal 

 
Pursuant upon a successful workshop organized by IWP partner and East zone Coordinator, 
KINSPARC on “Water and Livelihood Security in the Eastern and North-Eastern Zones of 
India “ on 14th & 15th December, 2009, KINSPARC in collaboration with IWP has proposed to 
take-up an implementation project “Access to Safe Drinking Water and Improving the State of 
Sanitation & Eliminating Open Defecation in a Cluster of 5 villages of Sarati Gram Panchayat” in 
the neighbourhood of Kalyani, West Bengal through funds mobilized from the Government under 
Member of Parliament’s Local Area Development Scheme.  

 



With the active interest and initiatives taken-up by the Chair, IWP, Dr. Arjun Sengupta, Member of 
Parliament, Government of India written to Government of West Bengal for implementation of the 
above project. Follow-up actions are being taken-up vigorously by the Chair, IWP and President, 
KINSPARC to get the proposal cleared by the Govt. of West Bengal for implementation. Under 
this project, each village will be provided with a composite demonstration model for a community 
centre having the facilities like ; Rainwater harvesting structures ; Renewable energy  devices 
(solar lamps for illumination) ; Safe, arsenic free drinking water facility ; Sanitary toilets. The 
community centre will be used for vocational training and demonstration on (a) Low cost housing 
for flood prone areas, (b) safe drinking water, (c) sanitation, health and hygiene, (d) renewable 
energy ; and (e) water saving technologies. While the funds mobilized by IWP resources would 
be utilized for effective implementation of the above said project, the GWP-SAS supported funds 
will be utilized for awareness general and dissemination purpose. 

 
(iii) Planning Process for undertaking IWP Activities earmarked for 2010 
 

In the first week of January, 2010, a Project Proposal Screening Committee was constituted and 
discussions were held with some of the Board Members of IWP and RC members through 
telephone as well as by e-mail for undertaking the planned activities of 2010. Format for the 
project proposals and guidelines were developed keeping in view the IWP Work Plan for 2010 
and the same was circulated among all the IWP partners.   
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