India Water Partnership (GWP-India)
Report for September, 2013
I. Workshop on IWRM and Governance in Basin Management
Development of Humane Action (DHAN) Foundation the co-ordinating agency of Southern Zone
Water Partnership (SZWP) convened a day long stakeholders’ workshop on “IWRM and
Governance in Basin Management”. The workshop was organised on 15 September, 2013. DHAN
Foundation is implementing an integrated tank cascade development project in Gundar basin,
which is one of the drought prone river basins in South Tamil Nadu. As part of policy information
and drawing the attention of major policy makers at different levels of constitutional
administration, the stakeholders were invited. Around 50 stakeholders from government,
academia and research, general public, Vayalagam farmers’ leaders, women Self Help Group
members took part in the workshop.
Initiating the workshop, Mr.M.P.Vasimalai, Executive Director of DHAN Foundation stressed
planning with an integrated approach of blue water, green water and grey water. He insisted to
establish an effective community demand system in each river basins so that the water allocation
for various uses become simple and implementable.
Mr.A.Gurunathan, Chief Executive, DHAN Vayalagam (Tank) Foundation presented the lead paper
on defining IWRM as a process that promotes coordinated actions on water resources
development, management and equitable distribution for multiple uses including vital ecosystems.
His presentation gave a suggestive “bottom-up” institutional framework working along with
constitutional administrative framework in tandem. The new framework was suggested by him as
part of one of the members of Working Committee on Water Governance of 12th Five Years Plan
of the Planning commission, Government of India.
Dr.K.Sivasubramanian, Assistant Professor, Madras Institute of Development Studies (MIDS) in his
presentation highlighted the decline in the performance of tanks systems in Tamil Nadu. He
stressed on the necessity of community participation from planning, implementation, control and
post programme maintenance so as to achieve integrated development. He also insisted upon
degradation of existing tanks and said that water bodies should be revived and conserved for
future generations.
Dr.B.J.F.Pandiyan, Director, Water Technology Centre, Tamil Nadu Agricultural University,
Coimbatore mentioned that awareness building to common public on water resources
development is very important. Citing Ukkadam tank’s success story of participation by Coimbatore
Citizen in its rehabilitation, he stated that the ground water recharge is crucial with rehabilitation

of irrigation tanks in Tamil Nadu. Access to water is possible only if sustainable water technology is
practiced so as to allocate scare water resources for multiple utilities with water.
Mr.N.Rajasekaran, Team Leader, Co-anchor of the Stakeholders workshop, made a presentation on
Integrated Water Resources Management and Governance for Gundar Basin.
At the end of stakeholders’ consultation, the key recommendations evolved for sharing with the
government were as follows:


It is proposed to make IWRM an effective process mechanism with bottom-up approach by
networking at watershed, sub-basin and basin levels in all river basins in the country.



Promoting Community governance in IWRM is must and it should be established at all relevant
basins by the respective governments by involving capable NGOs and Civil Society
Organisations.



The government should convene “round table” by inviting all relevant stake holders at all river
basins in Tamil Nadu and also at national level to build consensus on IWRM and water
governance.

II. Jajmau Area Water Partnership – Presentation of Case Study on causes of Ganga River
Pollution
A case study of causes of Ganga river pollution in Kanpur, prepared by IWP network partner;
Society for Promotion of Wastelands Development was presented to the Mayor, Kanpur Nagar
Nigam and a series of meetings were held with him to explain findings of the study. The mayor has
been requested to take lead in calling all the implementing agencies and stakeholders on one table
to coordinate their work to find a practical solution.
III. People’s Area Water Partnership (PAWP) Opposes expansion of Power Plant
The PAWP (formed by Arun Institute of Rural Affairs, Dhenkanal District, Orissa with the support
and guidance of IWP) representatives joined the ‘Jan Sunwai’ (public hearing) at Motanga RI Circle
in Odapada block during the month of August, 2013. In September, 2013 they held meetings in four
villages namely; Kadalipal, Kateni, Upartaila and Julanga of Motanga RI Circle and informed them
about expansion of a power plant for which process of land acquisition by the State Govt. has
already begun. The PAWP representatives supported the local people in opposing expansion (from
300 MW to 485 MW) of a power plant on conditions of adequate safety measures on construction
of ash pond and fitting of scientific devices for pollution control.

PAWP representatives in Jan Sunwai’ (public hearing) at Motanga
RI Circle in Odapada block, Dhenkanal district, Orissa

IV. Meeting of Farmers of Shivana Area Water Partnership discuss IWRM Principles
Shivana Area Water Partnership in Central India has continued its campaign to apprise people on
principles and norms of Integrated Water Resources Management .With the aim and objective of
taking the theme and messages of Global Water Partnership and GWP-India to the grassroots level,
Shivana AWP organized a meeting of farmers in a remote village Bhavgarh in Mandsaur district in
the state of Madhya Pradesh.
The meeting was organized on 6th September, 2013. More than one hundred enthusiastic villagers
participated in the meeting which turned into an awareness and appraisal workshop on use of
appropriate water saving technologies by the farmers. The meeting-cum-workshop was addressed
by the office bearers of Shivana AWP, scientists from Agriculture College, Mandsaur and officials
and experts from different departments of district administration, e.g., water resources, public
health engineering (PHE), rural development, women and child welfare and the district panchayat.
The day long program brought together stakeholders from various sectors on one platform to
exchange views on issues pertaining to water and food security.
In the inspiring leadership of elderly former ‘Sarpanch’ (Village Council Chief) Mr. Mahesh Sharma,
villagers agreed to cooperate in all activities to rejuvenate river Shivana in such a way that it flows
throughout the year.

Mr. Sunil Vyas from District Panchayat explained the farmers to adopt sprinkler and drip irrigation
methods. He also told them to sow seeds of such crop varieties which require less water to grow.
Measures to conserve water, increase ground water level and taking ‘more crop per drop’ were
also suggested. In this reference, construction of farm ponds and earthen bunds around the fields
were recommended.
At the end, on behalf of villagers, Shyam Sundar Sharma, Secretary, Village Panchayat assured full
cooperation to Shivana AWP.
V.

Circulation of Draft GWP Strategy “Towards 2000” and Work Plan for 2014-2016

The Draft GWP Strategy “Towards 2020” was circulated among the IWP network partners for their
information and suggestions. As IWP work through partnership approach, IWP had asked its
network and zonal water partners to send their proposed activities based on the GWP South Asia
Three Years Regional Work Program (2014-2016) and GWP Strategy-2020 for preparation of Work
Plan and Budget 2014-2016.
VI.

Participation in Meetings/Conferences

6.1

GWP Consulting Partners Meeting and Stockholm World Water Week-2013

Dr. R K Gupta, President, India Water Partnership (IWP) & Chairman-cum-Managing Director,
WAPCOS Ltd. participated in the Global Water Partnership (GWP) Annual Consulting Partners
Meeting on 1st September, 2013. During the meeting, Dr. Gupta suggested to include the shortterm and long-term targets to achieve the goals of GWP strategy-2020. Dr. R K Gupta also attended
the Stockholm World Water Week from 2nd September to 6th September, 2013 participated in
various seminars.
Dr. Veena Khanduri, Executive Secretary, IWP
also participated in the Consulting Partners
Meeting. During the discussions on Draft GWP
Strategy “Towards 2020”, she suggested that
countries will incorporate their respective focus
areas with the thematic areas identified in the
new strategy.

Both the above officials also

attended the GWP Annual lecture which was
delivered by Ambassador Robert Van Lierop

Dr. R K Gupta, President, IWP and Dr. Veena
Khanduri, Executive Secretary, IWP in the GWP
Annual Consulting Partners Meeting-2013

“Adapt or Die: Compelling questions for the future of climate adaptation”. During the meeting,
Dr. Veena Khanduri was interviewed by Ms. Eva Blassar, Writer & Media Officer, GWP which has
been uploaded on YouTube. The link is http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arUDxo5T3CM. Her
interview mainly focussed on India’s National Water Policy-2012.
The GWP Consulting Partners Meeting and Stockholm Water Week were also attended by Mr. Alok
Rawat, I.A.S., Secretary, Ministry of Water Resources, Govt. of India and Mr. S Masood Hussain,
Director General, National Water Development Agency.
6.2

Regional Workshop on “Training Needs and Gaps Assessment on Adaptation and
Resilience to a Changing Climate in South Asia” at Kathmandu on 4th & 5th Sept, 2013

Dr. Veena Khanduri, Executive Secretary, IWP and Prof. Santosh Kumar, Director, SAARC Disaster
Management Centre, New Delhi participated in the Regional workshop on Training Needs and
Gaps Assessment on Adaptation and Resilience to a Changing Climate in South Asia which was
organized on 4th & 5th September, 2013 at Kathmandu, Nepal. The workshop was organized by Asia
Pacific Adaptation Network (APAN) & GWP-South Asia, one of the thematic nodes of APAN in
collaboration with its partners. Dr. Veena Khanduri is the focal point for APAN in India. The
workshop was attended by national level policy makers from the respective Country Water
Partnerships and International experts on water and climate change.
On 4th September, 2013, Prof. Santosh Kumar chaired a session on “Water Security Progress and
Success Stories” and Dr. Veena Khanduri was one of the panellists.
On the second day i.e, 5th September, 2013, a session on “IWRM for Water Security : Coherent
Policies or Strategies and Institutional Policies” was organized under the Chairmanship of
Mr.Tadashige Kawasaki of NARBO. In this session also Dr. Veena Khanduri was one of the panellists
and made presentation on “IWRM as Water Security”.

6.3

Meeting with Mr. Nathaniel Paynter, Vice President, Safe Water Network, USA

A meeting was held on 26th September, 2013 at IWP Secretariat, WAPCOS Ltd. Gurgaon with Mr.
Nathaniel Paynter, Vice President, Safe Water Network, USA. The meeting was attended by Dr
Veena Khanduri, Executive Secretary, IWP, Dr. Joseph Viruthiyel, IWP Board member, Mr. S C Jain,
RC Member and Dr. Aman Sharma, General Manager (Environment), WAPCOS Ltd. The meeting
was aimed to discuss how the Safe Water Network can associate with IWP for undertaking joint
activities on IWRM.
VII.

New Appointments at IWP Secretariat

Mohammad Anas Asif and Ms. Pritha Bhattacharya have recently joined IWP Secretariat in the
capacity of Administrative Officer and Research Associate respectively.

VIII.

Activities scheduled for October, 2013

8.1

IWP will organize a session on ““Combating desertification and the issues of water

security”” during Brainwiz Model United Nations Conference (MUN)-2013 which is scheduled for
5th & 6th October, 2013 at TERI University, New Delhi. More than 500 (Indian and international)
youths are expected to participate in the Conference. MUN is a simulation of the United Nations
Assembly where students from schools and colleges come together as representatives of various
countries, debate on an agenda which is given to them a few days before the conference and they
participate in the conference while following the rules and procedures as it is done in the United
Nations Council.
8.2

Activities to be undertaken under Jajmau Area Water Partnership
 Dissemination of the case study in Kanpur and preparing the documentary film in Hindi
language
 Meeting with representatives of State Government, Jal Nigam and Industry on finding a
solution to industrial pollution of Ganga water and special effort on the issue of
pollution from Tanneries.
 Further consolidation of AWP with collaborative arrangements with Kanpur Nagar
Nigam

8.3

Activities to be undertaken under Peoples’ Area Water Partnership (PAWP)


Organizing sittings/meetings of Water Users Associations (WUAs), PAWP members
with Agriculture, Irrigation and Rural Water Supply and Sanitation officials of
Dhenkanal district, Orissa



Publishing simpler version of the Orissa Water Policy in Odia and circulating it to the
local people.



PAWP members and associates will draw plans of joint action on improving working
condition of local water sources and sharing of water.

