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I. Visit of Dr. Ursula Schaefer-Preuss, Chair, GWP to India Water Partnership (GWP-India)
and Ministry of Water Resources, Govt. of India
Dr. Ursula Schaefer-Preuss, Chair,
GWP
visited
India
Water
Partnership (GWP-India) Secretariat,
WAPCOS Ltd., Gurgaon (Haryana)
on 2nd May, 2013. On this occasion,
GWP-India organized a meeting in
honour of Dr. Ursula.
The meeting was attended by senior
officials of WAPCOS Ltd. and Delhi
based
GWP-India
and
GWP
partners. Dr. R K Gupta, President,
GWP-India
&
Chairman-cumManaging Director, WAPCOS Ltd.
gave a warm welcome to Dr. Ursula.

President, IWP with
Dr. Ursula Schaefer-Preuss, Chair, GWP

Dr. Veena Khanduri, Executive
Secretary, GWP-India introduced Dr. Ursula with the officials highlighting about Dr. Ursula’s
past assignments and her role in various capacities, such as Vice-President, ADB (for
Knowledge Management and Sustainable Development), Director General of Germany’s Federal
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), etc.
Mr. R K Agrawal, Chief
Engineer, WAPCOS Ltd.
made a presentation about
WAPCOS’s
role,
its
functioning, services being
provided in water, power &
infrastructure sector, its
presence in India and
abroad
and
various
achievements. Mr. Agrawal
also highlighted some major
projects of WAPCOS Ltd.
which
are
under
implementation in different
GWP-India Partners and WAPCOS Ltd. officials
with Chair, GWP
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parts of the World.

Dr. Veena Khanduri made a presentation about GWP-India’s background, its outreach and areas
of concern, purpose and functioning of Zonal Water Partnerships & Area Water Partnerships in
different states. Dr. Veena also highlighted about recent activities of GWP-India at regional,
national and State level. She also “mentioned that during India Water Week-2012, GWP-India
organized a side event on “Approach of Draft National Water Policy-2012 in context of Climate
Change. The recommendations emerged from the side event was submitted to the Ministry of
Water Resources, Govt. of India and the Drafting Committee members. Some of the
recommendations have been incorporated in the Final National Water Policy-2012.
During the meeting, a documentary film on “Water Flows again at Ajmer Sharif” was also
shown. The film has documented that how a dried water body (locally called as Jhalara) which
was earlier a major source of supplying drinking water to the pilgrims of famous Dargah Ajmer
Sharif (Rajasthan, India) has been revived.
During the interactive session GWP-India partners shared their views. Mrs. Kalpakkam Yechury
from All India Women Congress told that her organization is more than 100 years old. She also
shared her views about IWRM. Mr. G N Kathpalia from Alternative Futures stressed upon
integration of land, water and human resources for food security. Mr. S C Jain and Ravindra
Sewak from Safe Water Network India shared about their organizational strength on safe water
stations and how the community in Andhra Pradesh is managing these stations. Mr. Anand
Kumar from Development Alternatives talked about his organizational strength and thrust
areas. Mr. A D Mohile, former Board member of GWP-India, Mr. P L Diwan, former Regional
Council Member also contributed in the interactive session.
The Chair, GWP said that India is a big country and so are the challenges. She appreciated that
GWP-India is contributing at local, national and regional level. Lastly the meeting ended with
vote of thanks by Dr. Veena Khanduri.
After the meeting, Dr. Ursula and Dr. Veena Khanduri met Mr. N S Samant, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Water Resources, Govt. of India. During the brief meeting, Mr. Samant appreciated
the GWP active contribution in India Water Week-2013. Mr. Samant also said that IWRM has
already been included in India’s Water Policy-2012.

II. Awareness Building about drinking water quality in slums and schools of South Delhi by
GWP-India
In continuation of 2012 activity of IWP on “Building Community Capacity on IWRM”,
Development Alternatives with the support of India Water Partnership organised following
programmes in slums and schools of South Delhi to spread awareness about quality of drinking
water and its importance:


Nukkad Natak (Street play)- A very informative and entertaining Nukkad Natak (street
play) was organised on 17th May, 2013 in the slums of Madanpur Khadar, Shahid Nagar and
Rangpuri Pahari of South Delhi. The play focussed on the ways through which drinking
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water gets polluted and also explained the ways to purify water to the audience. Around 5070 people attended the nukkad natak in each slum.


Awareness activity in school- An interactive session highlighting the different ways of
treating drinking water was arranged on 8th May, 2013 for the students of Chetan Gayan
Mandir. 10 students from each class were selected for a half an hour session. Also,
importance of treating water before drinking and ways to eliminate diseases through water
treatment were discussed.

People watching Nukkad Natak

Awareness activity in schools

III. Farmers Stakeholders’ Dialogue on “Inland Fisheries and Policy Implication” by South
Zone Water Partnership
DHAN Foundation, the co-ordinating agency
of South Zone Water Partnership with the
support of GWP-India organised a farmer
stakeholder’s dialogue on “Inland fisheries
and policy implications “ on 4th May 2013 at
Madurai, Tamil Nadu. Farmers who are
involved in fish rearing activities from Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and
Pondicherry were invited. More than 75
farmers and other stakeholders like members
from DHAN Vayalagam Tank Foundation,
Farmers Stakeholders’ Dialogue in progress
Fisheries Department, Govt. of Tamil Nadu,
Fisheries College and Research Institute, KVK Kundrakudi and private fish farmers were present
in this dialogue. Farmers shared their experience about fish rearing and their views on the
policies made for fish rearing. Dr. P.Jawahar, Associate Professor, Fisheries College and Research
Institute, Mr. Sekar, Assistant Director, Tamilnadu Fisheries Department, Mr. Ganesh, Assistant
Professor, KVK, Kundrakudi were the panellists for the dialogue forum. Assistant Director of
fisheries shared the government schemes and also possible areas in developing fisheries in rural
areas. Mr. P.Jawahar explained the need of dead storage and conservation of water resources for
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developing fish rearing. Mr. Ganesh shared his experience in developing fish rearing in farm
ponds, rearing of fresh water prawns. He also said that integrated fish farming with bund
cultivation, duck rearing and goat rearing is highly suitable for rainfed farmers in their farm
ponds. Following topics were discussed in the dialogue:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Selection of suitable techniques for different water resources
Inland fisheries- needed policy changes
Role of different stakeholders – scope for enhancement
Youth and inland fisheries.

Some of the important outcomes from the discussions are as follows:
1.

2.

3.

Need of formation of Exclusive Ministry for fisheries at national level and development of
national inland fishery policy for resource sustenance and promotion of fishery based
livelihood through rural aquaculture.
National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB) to work with NGOs and other civil society
organizations with grant fund or seed money to promote and strengthen Inland fisheries
through rural youths and women in rainfed tanks and ponds in food and nutritional
perspective rather than commercial fisheries.
Leasing period of water bodies to be increased from three years to ten years with preference
to Water Users Associations (WUGs) and Panchayat agreement be made with WUAs,
which will encourage the farmers to take up maintenance of traditional water resources by
themselves.

IV. Annual General Body Meeting of South Zone Water Partnership.
DHAN

Foundation,

the

co-

ordinating agency of South Zone
Water Partnership (SZWP) with the
support of GWP-India organised
the Annual General Body Meeting
(AGBM) of SZWP on 4th May, 2013.
Fifteen new federations from Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka participated in

and
this

AGBM thus becoming the members
SZWP. M.P.Vasimalai, Executive
Director of DHAN Foundation

AGBM of South Zone Water Partnership in progress

emphasised on strengthening the
network of IWP by giving
membership to more NGOs, academic institutions and federations. He started the session by
identifying the focus areas on which all the members will work in the coming years. All
members participated actively and the following focus areas were decided (i) New
technology transfer for improved irrigation, agriculture, fisheries etc.; (ii) Linking rivers
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interstate and intrastate; (iii) Awareness on rain water harvesting; (iv) Encroachment
eviction in non-system tanks ; and (v) Safe drinking water.
All members were suggested to organise some kind of dialogues at local level on any of the
focus area. The meeting ended with the agenda of finalizing the board members in the next
meeting.
V. World Biodiversity Day Celebration by GWP-India North Zone partner
Jheel Sanrakshan Samiti , a network partner of GWP-India in the north zone celebrated the
World Biodiversity Day on 22nd May, 2013 in association with Forest Conservator (North),
Nature wing of Vidya Bhawan, Mohan Singh Mehta Memorial Trust at Vidya Bhawan
Polytechnic College, Udaipur and India Water Partnership ( GWP India). Many renowned
environmentalists, social activists, lake conservators and educationists from the Udaipur city
participated in the event and shared their views on the ecological imbalance caused due to
destruction of natural water bodies in Udaipur region. They also raised their concern about
construction of boundary wall around the lakes which is causing a loss of biodiversity in the
lakes. Keynote speaker Mr. K.K. Garg, Chief Conservator of Forests, emphasised that
extensive cutting of forests has adversely affected the flora and fauna of the city. He said that
for the protection of biodiversity, a Biodiversity Park will be developed near Chirwa Valley.

Celebration of World Biodiversity Day by
WP-India network partner in the North Zone.
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VI.

Jajmau Area Water Partnership Vision Building Workshop
Society for Promotion of Wastelands Development (SPWD) with the support of GWPIndia is promoting Jajmau Area Water Partnership (JAWP) in Kanpur City of Uttar
Pradesh from the year 2012. Society for Action in Community Health (SACH) is the subpartner of SPWD for undertaking this activity. In continuation of strengthening JAWP,
SPWD organised a meeting with the Project Coordination Committee of SACH on 7th May,
2013 at New Delhi. Decision regarding the circulation of draft report on the causes of
Ganga pollution was placed before the members of JAWP for their inputs. The activities
planned for the coming months are; (i) vision building of the councillors; (ii) seeking
accountability of A2Z company for Solid Waste Management (SWM); (iii) pressing the
state agencies to take up urgent solution to the tannery pollution issues.
SPWD along with SACH organized another meeting with the members of JAWP on 22nd
May,2013 at Zone 2 Kanpur Nagar Nigam. Nearly 20 persons including councillors
participated in the meeting. During June 2013, the following action would be taken up :
 Approval of the draft report on causes of Ganga Pollution in Kanpur and its printing
in Hindi for dissemination.
 Intensifying contact with the wards in zone 2 which are specially affected with
tannery polluted water to bring momentum on the solution of the tannery issue.
 Initiating the process of AWP in Varanasi and Allahabad in next few months
 Meeting with commissioner and mayor of KNN to ask for a visioning workshop for
the councillors
 Demanding formation of a steering committee under the leadership of the Mayor
with other agencies like KDA, Jal Sansthan, Ganga Pollution Control Unit of Jal
Nigam to prepare a city action plan for prevention of pollution to Ganga river in
Kanpur.

VII.

Research study on “Policy initiative on Ground Water Legislation in the Eastern States
of India” by National Institute for Development, the Coordinating Agency of Eastern
Zone Water Partnership
National Institute for Development, the co-ordinating agency of Eastern Zone Water
Partnership has taken-up a study on “Policy initiative on Ground Water Legislation in
the Eastern States of India” (Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal & Orissa).
The study aims to document the ground water situation in the eastern States of the
country as well as ground water legislation in these States.
Gathering of information from secondary sources on the ground water situation and
ground water legislation of West Bengal has been completed and collection of documents
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on the ground water situation of Bihar has begun. Further information gathering will be
done in the month of June.
Some of the important findings based on the information gathered are as follows:
 In West Bengal, the average ground water development has been to the tune of 42% as
against the national average of 58%.
 Only 10 blocks out of 269 blocks that has been assessed, have been found to be critical,
and 28 are semi-critical. The rest are safe blocks. 59 saline blocks are left out of this
assessment.
 Post 1980s, the ground water abstraction has been on the rise substantially.
 West Bengal Groundwater Resources (Management, Control & Regulation) Act
formed in 2005 made mandatory to take permission for installation of motor driven
pumps for ground water extraction. The electricity subsidy in the form of a flat rate
charge has raised the concern that this may lead to over extraction.
 Arsenic and fluoride due to geogenic causes has posed as a major water quality and
health problem in the state. The existing ground water legislation does not make
much attempt to address them. Rather the prevailing enactments have the elements to
complicate it further.
VIII.

Identification of Observation Wells in Cluster (15 Safe Water Stations) and
Promotional Activities taken-up by Safe Water Network India, New Delhi

8.1

Identification of Observation Wells

Safe Water Network India, with the support of India Water Partnership has
identified observation wells in 15 villages of Andhra Pradesh with the objective of
monitoring water level fluctuations, and levels of Total Dissolved Solids and pH. The
information collected from these wells will be shared with local communities to
create awareness on utilization pattern of water resources for different purpose.
Given below is the list of villages and number of observation wells set up for data
collection. The table also presents a range of TDS and pH values recorded from
observation wells.
No.

Village Name

1
2
3
4
5
6

Nizampally
Pochampally
Katrapalle
Wadlakonda
Gangirenigudem
Pathipaka

District/State

Observation
Wells
8
4
6
3
6
5

Warangal, AP
Warangal, AP
Warangal, AP
Warangal, AP
Warangal, AP
Warangal, AP
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TDS range
(mg/L)
425 – 750
1630 – 2000
755 – 1580
289 – 1460
513 – 1760
610 – 1950

pH range
6.5 – 7.6
6.2 – 7.0
5.9 – 6.6
6.5 – 7.3
7.5 – 8.0
7.5 – 8.0

No.

Village Name

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Gorikothapally
Rangapuram
Pasargonda
Jookal
Rajavaram
Parkal
Vellampally
Shayampet
Kothapally

District/State

Observation
Wells
6
5
7
6
3
5
6
5
2

Warangal, AP
Warangal, AP
Warangal, AP
Warangal, AP
Warangal, AP
Warangal, AP
Warangal, AP
Warangal, AP
Karimnagar, AP

TDS range
(mg/L)
377 – 11190
749 – 1760
388 – 1520
614 – 1670
610 – 645
876 – 18000
423 – 1480
893 – 3550
950 – 955

pH range
7.0
7.0 – 7.5
7.0 – 8.0
7.0 – 8.0
NA
NA
7.0 – 8.0
6.0 – 9.0
7.0 – 8.0

Awareness programs were carried out in the above mentioned villages. Flipcharts were
used to spread education and knowledge on quality of water among village
communities. Water samples provided by rural households were tested for floride and
conductivity. The results were individually informed to the participants in order to
create awareness about the water quality challenges in the area. Further, special
education was provided to children by Anganwadi workers and Asha workers to
highlight the relation between safe drinking water and good health.

IEC activities carried out in project villages on water quality challenges

IX.

Peoples’ Area Water Partnership, Dhenkanal District, Orissa
cropping

planning for summer

Arun Institute of Rural Affairs, Dhenkanal district, Orissa which formed the Peoples’
Area Water Partnership (PAWP) in June, 2010 with the support of GWP-India organized
two meetings of the PAWP during May, 2013.The first meeting was organized at Rekula
village on 14th May, 2013 on the topic “Crop planning for the monsoon crops and seeds
requirement by the farmers”. In the meeting the crop planning was completed and
decision was taken to place demand for immediate supply of seeds by the Agriculture
Deptt. The number of participants in this meeting was 42.
The second meeting of PAWP was organized at Jagannathpur village on 25th May, 2013
on the topic “Sources of drinking water for domestic purpose and repair works of the
minor irrigation sites”. The decision taken in the meeting was that installation of
additional source of drinking water for domestic purpose to be made and repair works to
be undertaken and completed by the respective water supply departments which will be
verified by the PAWP members. The number of participants in the meeting was 38.
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X.

Preparation of 20 years Perspective Plan for Water Management in Central India by
Central Zone Water Partnership
NAVADEEP, the Coordinating Agency of Central Zone Water Partnership (CZWP) with
the support of GWP-India is engaged in preparing 20 years Perspective Plan for Water
Management in Central India from 2012. The draft perspective plan was presented by
Mr. Ravindra Shukla, Coordinator of CZWP on 24th May, 2013 in a meeting organised by
Development Foundation at Hotel South Avenue, Indore. The special guests were two
Members of Parliament - Shri Kailash Joshi (Former Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh)
and Shri Vikram Verma (Former Union Minister of Youth Welfare and Sports). Both of
them, as well as other dignitaries, appreciated the document. The participants also gave
suggestions for inclusion in the Perspective Plan.
On 26th May, 2013, Mr. Ravindra Shukla presented summary of the 20 years draft
Perspective Plan in the weekly meeting of "Lokmaitri"-a group of Gandhian
academicians, thinkers and social activists, who assemble every Sunday at "Visarjan
Ashram. Dr. Ram Das Prasad, retired Professor of Sociology and veteran scholar
concluded the discussions with the remarks that such futuristic analysis can help sharpen
the state developmental plans to make them accurate and peoples oriented.

XI.

Participation in a Seminar on “Drinking Water Quality” on 17th May, 2013 at New
Delhi
Mr. S C Jain, Joint Secretary, GWP-India & Regional Council Member and Dr. Veena
Khanduri, Executive Secretary, GWP-India participated in a seminar on “Drinking
Water Quality” on 17th May, 2013 organized by PHD Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, New Delhi in association with Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation,
Govt. of India.
Mr. Pankaj Jain, Secretary, Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Govt. of India
was the Chief Guest of the seminar. In his address, Mr. Pankaj Jain said that the Ministry
of Drinking Water and Sanitation has sanctioned Rs. 1,400 crores for setting up water
treatment plants in those habitations which are affected by fluoride and arsenic
contamination. Around 85,000 habitations in the country are affected by the water
contamination, he said.
Ms. Debashree Mukherjee, Chief Executive Officer, Delhi Jal Board in her keynote
address highlighted that Delhi Jal Board is catering to 17 million people of Delhi. The
Delhi Jal Board replaces 2% of its piped network every year and follows BIS standard for
maintain drinking water quality. She further said that issues of local contamination are
increasing day by day though Delhi Jal Board is responding to problem of leakages.
The other speakers were Mr. Mahesh Gupta, Chairman, Water and Solid Waste
Management Committee, PHD Chamber of Commerce, Dr. Aidan Chronin, Water,
Sanitation & Hygiene Specialist, UNICEF.
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Mr. S C Jain, Joint Secretary, GWP-India & Regional Council Member presented case
study of safe water network stations of Warangal district, Andhra Pradesh.
XII.

Meeting with some Partners of GWP-India and Regional Council Members from India
to discuss GWP-South Asia WACREP Project
GWP-India circulated the WACREP Framework to its zonal water partners (North, East,
South, West & North-East) for providing their views and suggestions. As a first step,
GWP-India circulated draft note for National consultation to prepare the project
document along with framework for Country Status paper on climate change in the
month of March, 2013. The zonal water partners feed-back and suggestions were
included in the Country Status Paper prepared by a consultant of GWP-India.
In April, 2013, the GWP-India invited proposals from its zonal water partners keeping in
view the WACREP. Accordingly, good proposals were received from some of our
partners in light of the climate change scenario in India. The proposed activities received
from our partners are also in line with National Water Mission and National Action Plan
on Climate Change.
In May, 2013, the Regional Office, GWP-South Asia provided the work packages under
WACREP and GWP-India sent the same to its partners for revising their proposals as per
the requirement of work packages. Accordingly the zonal water partners have revised
their proposals and sent to GWP-India. The Country Status Paper, proposed WACREP
activities as per the work packages would be placed before the Board of Governors
meeting of GWP-India scheduled to be organized on 12th June, 2013. Thereafter it will be
sent to the GWP-South Asia Regional Office.

XIII.

Discussion on Draft GWP-South Asia strategy (2014-20)
GWP-India Secretariat circulated the draft GWP-South Asia strategy (2014-20) to its
partners and Regional Council Members. GWP India Secretariat also included country
specific focus (based on Planning Commission 12th five year plan, National Water
Mission and New Water Policy-2012 in the draft strategy of GWP-SAS. Suggestions
received from the partners and RC members were also included in the Draft. The draft
was discussed by RC members and Executive Secretary, GWP India and final comments
were incorporated and sent to GWP-South Asia
Regional Office. The draft was
th
th
discussed on 27 & 28 May, 2013 at Stockholm, Sweden.

XIV.

Upcoming Events
The 21st Board of Governors meeting of GWP-India would be organized on 12th June,
2013 at its Secretariat – WAPCOS Ltd., Gurgaon (Haryana).
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