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India Water Partnership Report for the Month of December, 2009 
 

(i)  17th Board of Governors’ (BoG) Meeting and 7th Annual General Body Meeting (AGM) 
of India Water Partnership (IWP) 

 
 
17th Board of Governors’ Meeting and 7th Annual General Body Meeting of India Water 
Partnership (IWP) was held on 12th December, 2009 at Institute for Studies in Industrial 
Development( ISID), the host Institute of India Water Partnership . The main outcome of the 
meetings are given below : 
 
The Board appreciated the efforts of Search Committee and expressed appreciation for its 
recommendation for continuation of Prof. S R Hashim as Chair, IWP and happily ratified the 
same. 
 
Nomination of one member each from the Ministry of Water Resources; Govt. of India, Planning 
Commission; Indian Council Agricultural Research; two members from IWP Zonal Water 
Partnership, and one member each from Government of Gujarat, Government of Bihar and 
Government of Haryana on the Board of IWP was approved.  
 
Dr. Veena Khanduri presented the Work Plan and Budget for 2010 before the members which 
were discussed in detail and suggestions were sought from the IWP partners for smooth 
implementation of the Work Plan. The Progress Report on IWP activities undertaken during 
quarter-2 and quarter-3 and activities completed/on-going was placed in both the meetings for 
information of the BoG members as well as General Body members. 
 
The Board approved to appoint M/s H S Ahuja & Co. Chartered Accountants, H-61, Gobind  
Mansion, Connought Circus, New Delhi-110001 as Auditors for IWP for the year 2009. 
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(ii)  Workshop on Water and Livelihood Security in the Eastern and North-Eastern Zones 
of India on December 14-15, 2009 organized by IWP East Zone Partner -KINSPARC, 
Kalyani, West Bengal 

 
The KINSPARC, a Partner and East Zone Coordinator of 
India Water Partnership (IWP), New Delhi organized a 
Two-Day Workshop on “Water and Livelihood Security in 
the Eastern and North-Eastern Zones of India” on 
December 14-15 at Kalyani. The workshop was sponsored 
and supported by the India Water Partnership (IWP).   
 
The Workshop was held following a year long programme 
of research and study of low cost water saving technology 
to solve the problem of water in the eastern zone. It was preceded by a Round Table 
Conference of South Asian countries organized by India Water Partnership and Global Water 
Partnership held in New Delhi on November 5-6, 2009.  
 
The Eastern and North-Eastern India is characterized by wide variations in natural, soil-climatic, 
social, economic and overall ecosystems. A major characteristic of the water-climate scenario of 
the region is the virtual co-existence of excesses and scarcity of water in the region, frequent 
occurrence of droughts and floods following each other in succession. Principal objective of the 
workshop was to organize a dialogue among members from the states of Bihar, Orrisa, 
Jharkhand & West Bengal from East zone, Manipur from North-East zone and research 
institutions for the purpose of disseminating the nature and effectiveness of low cost water 
saving technologies found suitable for adoption by farmers and other water users mainly for 
agriculture and sanitation. Papers and discussions highlighted available technologies designed 
to deal with the growing incidence of natural calamities in the region, which technologies were 
adopted by farmers and water users, and what had been their benefits and costs.  
 
The multi-stakeholders’ platform has proven their effectiveness in bringing different actors and 
their agendas together to discuss effectiveness and acceptability of various low cost water 
saving technologies by the stakeholders (Central Govt., Departments of Rural Development of 
various State Govts., water users’ groups, watershed managers, farmers, community, etc.) and 
also  constraints in transfer and dissemination of these technologies. 
 

The zonal level dialogue on water and livelihood security 
which mainly focused on low cost water saving 
technologies made the situation analysis about the 
Eastern and North-Eastern zone of India more accessible 
to all the stakeholders The efforts to raise awareness 
gave added confidence to State Panchayati Raj 
Institutions, Indian Council of Agriculture Research, Krishi 
Vigyan Kendras with responsibility for better water 
resource planning. 
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About sixty participants attended and twelve papers were presented at the workshop. 
Participants included Water Resource Management Experts, Water Scientists and 
Technologists, Sanitation and Livelihood Professionals, Agronomists and Agricultural Scientists, 
Economists and other Social Scientists, Policy makers and Administrators. To name some of 
the distinguished participants: Dr. Rangan Dutta, Scientific Consultant to the PSA, Government 
of India, Shri Gourishankar Chattopadhyay, IAS, Director, State Institute of Panchayat & Rural 
Development (SIPRD), West Bengal, Additional Director Shri Tapas Ray, and other faculty from 
the SIPRD Professor S.R. Hashim, Chair, and Dr.Veena Khanduri, Adviser, IWP, New Delhi, 
Professor Alok Banerjee, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Kalyani, Professor Shantanu Jha, 
Chair, Kalyani Municipality, Prof. Dr. Asis Mazumdar, Director, School of Water Resources 
Engineering, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, West Bengal and several other faculty members and 
students from Universities and Colleges attended. Overall, the Workshop was well attended and 
created warm response and interest from research institutions to community based 
organizations. 
 
Interaction of zonal partners with researchers/ scientists indicated that how far and how many of 
the technologies have been adopted by the farmers and why some technologies have been not 
found acceptable. To facilitate transfer of these water saving technologies to small and medium 
farmers, the community, scientists and policy makers had an in-depth discussions on selected 
technologies from the points of its appropriateness and feasibility. The zonal water partners 
and researchers were convinced that need based location specific, socially and 
economically acceptable and environmental friendly technologies are easily accepted 
and adopted by the small and medium farmers.  This signifies a change in the perception 
of the stakeholders for holistic approach to the management of water resources. 
 
Through this dialogue, it is recognized that solution to the water crisis in Eastern & North-
Eastern India will not be found solely through technological advances. Instead, there is an 
urgent need that scientific organizations/technical research institutions must involve the zonal 
water partners in their adaptive research programmes. Scientists also realized that 
technological research is not meaningful unless it is adopted by the community in large. Hence 
the scientists agreed to involve zonal water partners in their respective states across the 
zones for demonstration of these low cost water saving technologies in some of the 
gram panchayats of above mentioned States. 
 
 
 
  



4 
 

(iii) Summary of the Report on “ Study on Viable Options in Drinking Water along 
Gujarat’s Coastline”  

 
IWP West zone partner, Utthan completed the report on “Viable Options in Drinking Water along 
Gujarat’s Coastline”. The study covered six districts namely ; Jamnagar, Porbandar, Junagarh, 
Amreli, Rajkot & Bhavnagar of Gujarat located along the coastline. The coastline districts are 
ingress due to salinity problem which in turn has adversely impacted the agricultural production. 
Salinity has also impacted the livelihoods of the community as lands have degraded and major 
problem of drinking water. This has resulted the local people to migrate in search of the 
livelihoods. 
 
Though numerous options have been implemented by the Government/NGOs/CBOs to tackle 
the drinking water problem but these options mainly focus on rain water harvesting. To 
understand the these options, Utthan took-up the study to understand the options/new 
technologies that have been implemented in the Saurashtra region of Gujarat that mitigates 
drinking water problem, the role of intervening agencies and use the findings of the study to 
advocate for changes in the policy to adopt/discard the options of drinking water.  One of the 
option analyzed by Utthan is from Chaya village of block Ghogha, District Bhavnagar, the 
details of which are given below: 
 
Location of the village : Chaya village is located 6 Kms away from the sea coast. 30 % of the 
land in this village consists of Government’s fallow land, village common pasture land and 
undulated land. There is a small stream near the village. Through lift irrigation, water from wells 
is used in the farms. 
 
Intervention : A small dug well is the main source of drinking water during monsoons. Looking 
into the problem of water scarcity, the community planned to construct series of check dams on 
the small stream near the village. In all 4 check dams were constructed. The harvested water 
would recharge the ground water especially around the dug well that is the only source of 
drinking water. This source (dug well) was finally made usable for the entire year. To sustain the 
operations and maintenance of the water source, a Pani Samiti was constituted and water 
distribution plan was chalked out.  
 
Analysis : Utthan was able to develop water resource management to so that water can reach 
every house of the village through distribution system. Some of the important highlights are as 
under : 
 

(i) The technological options provided to mitigate the drinking water problems of 
Chaya village were the best options based on the location and geophysical 
attributes of the village. 

(ii) For the operation and management of the village water sources, support from the 
community was sought and collective decision making process was initiated. 

(iii) The four check dams on the small stream, well recharge and pond deepening have 
been instrumental in ground water recharge. 

(iv) The role of Pani Samiti and the women is important in operation and management 
of the water systems in the village. 
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(iv)  Summary of the Report on “ Low Cost Water Saving Technologies in Central Zone of 
India” 

 
The central zone comprises of states of Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. It was one single 
state of Madhya Pradesh, out of which Chhattisgarh region was declared a separate state in the 
Union of India in the year 2000. It is surrounded by planes of upper Ganges in the north, 
Godavari Valley in south, plains of Gujarat in west and Orissa and Bihar in east. Vindhya, 
Satpura and Mekaal ranges are spread east – west in the region. As a result of its geographical 
setting, all rivers flow out of it. Major rivers are –Narmada, Tapti, Chambal, Mahanadi and 
Indrāvati. Average rainfall is approx. 800 mm  but the wetter western part , particularly the 
Malwa-Nimar area ,has been receiving steadily reducing rainfall over last 30years, as much as 
20% in some locations. Besides the water management challenges represented by extreme 
seasonality of hydrological events, it suffers from climatic extremes and other counter 
productive phenomena, e.g. drought, floods and hailstorm. 
 
The study included a short survey of indigenous and traditional methods of conservation and 
supply of water for agricultural and drinking purposes. One among them is the PAT system of 
irrigation adopted by the tribal of Jhabua, and Barwani districts of western M.P. Here Bhil tribal 
take advantage of the peculiarities of the terrain to divert water from swift flowing from hill 
streams into irrigation channels. It looks like against the law of gravity but it is a reality and 
being practiced by Bhils since more than last four decades. The principle is simple. A stream is 
embanked at a place to provide a static head of 30 to 60 cm, sufficient to divert water into 
channels the gradient of which is less than that of streambed. In effect water from hilly streams 
(nallas) flows into which irrigate fields at higher altitudes than the stream-bed. Bhils select spots 
from their experience. 
 
Away from   the hilly terrain of Jhabua district, lie the plains of Jabalpur and Narsinghpur 
districts in Mahakoshal region of Central zone. It is in the upper part of Narmada Valley. A 
cultivation system based on water harvesting and run-off farming has been in practice here 
since long. It is called   Haveli system.  Under this system, rainwater is stored in fields which 
have bunds or bundhaan i.e. embankments, approx. one meter high; on four sides. When 
sowing time for Kharif crops  arrives, water is allowed, gradually, to flow out from the fields by 
making a cut, first  a narrow one, and then deeper in the bundhaan. This cut is called mongha. 
There is always an understanding amongst farmers as when to release water which flows from 
one field to another and then to another till it reaches a nallah, river or lake. But this system is 
now “dying” for three reasons:- (1) Change in cropping pattern:-Farmers are sowing soybean in 
Kharif, and don’t allow fields to be filled with water.(2) Sprinkler irrigation is increasing (3) Tube 
wells are coming up in large numbers. 
 
The study recommends the following: 
 
To save water and reduce cost in agriculture, recognition must be given to innovative and 
sustainable farm practices, even if they are in experimental stage. Farmers should be 
encouraged to use inputs which require less irrigation in a crop season. Organic farming has 
answers to many problems arising nowadays in chemical farming. Farmers showing ways to 
improve agriculture with low cost inputs with water saving technologies should be rewarded by 
village panchayats and other govt. bodies. 
 
Raising awareness on water sector issues is necessary. Cooperation of media is important in 
informing people in rural areas on low cost water technologies. Hence a water-media network in 
central zone should be established within the framework of Global Water Partnership (GWP). 
 


